Key indicators: single-crystal X-ray study; T = 298 K; mean (C-C) = 0.017 Å; R factor = 0.083; wR factor = 0.206; data-to-parameter ratio = 23.8.
In the centrosymmetric binuclear molecule of the title complex, [Hg 2 Cl 4 (C 14 H 14 N 2 ) 2 ], the five-coordinated Hg II ions have a distorted square-pyramidal geometry defined by two N atoms belonging to the chelating iminopyridine ligand and three Cl atoms. The benzene and pyridine rings are oriented at a dihedral angle of 56.7 (6) . The crystal packing is stabilized by C-HÁ Á ÁCl hydrogen bonds and -interactions between the pyridine rings [centroid-centroid distance = 3.796 (6) Å ]. Table 1 Hydrogen-bond geometry (Å , ). (Gibson et al., 2007; Gibson & Spitzmesser, 2003; Ittel et al., 2000) . Schiff bases form a class of compounds with azomethin group, which are usually synthesized from the condensation of primary amines and active carbonyl groups by the elimination of water molecule.
Related literature
We report herein the crystal structure of the title compound, a new mercury(II) complex. This complex was synthesized by the reaction of HgCl 2 with 2-[(2,3-dimethylphenyl)iminomethyl]pyridine in an acetonitril solution.
In the title compound ( 
Experimental
For the preparation of the title compound, a solution of 2-[(2,3-dimethylphenyl)iminomethyl]pyridine (0.210 g, 1.00 mmol) in acetonitril (10 ml) was added slowly to a solution of HgCl 2 (0.271 g, 1.00 mmol) in acetonitril (10 ml) and the resulting yellow solution was stirred for 45 min at room temperature. Then the yellow precipitate was filtered and dissolved in acetonitril and left to evaporate slowly at -18°C. After a few days, yellow crystals of the title compound were isolated (yield: 0.272 g, 56.5%; m.p. 489 K).
Refinement
H atoms were positioned geometrically and refined as riding atoms, with C-H = 0.93 (CH) and 0.96 (CH 3 ) Å and with U iso (H) = 1.2(1.5 for methyl)U eq (C). The highest residual electron density was found at 0.85 Å from Hg1 atom and the deepest hole at 0.92 Å from Hg1 atom. 
Computing details

Figure 1
The molecular structure of the title compound. Displacement ellipsoids are drawn at the 30% probability level.
[Symmetry code: (a) 1/2-x, 3/2-y, 2-z.] 
